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Today, children in Fukushima are mandated to wear radiation dosimeters called 'glass badges.'Some

of  the  regional  governments  also  require  pregnant  women  to  wear  them.  They  are  a  durable,

modified version of film badges, one of three main types of radiation monitors: -alarm meters, film

badges, and pocket dosimeters – all used by the workers in nuclear power plants.

Why are children and pregnant women, who are not inside nuclear power plants, wearing these

badges? The proposal came from the National Cancer Center of Japan, which suggested to both

central  and Fukushima regional  governments  the use  of  dosimeters  “to  calm the anxiety of  the

children and their guardians.” The Cancer Center, prior to giving badges to children, had monitored

radiation exposure on public health nurses who went to the vicinity of the Fukushima Daiichi to give

medical care to the residents. Under this project, the nurses, most of whom are women, were turned

into radiation monitoring devices. The Center's official report of the project clearly states that “[the

public health nurses are] to become representatives of local residents for monitoring radioactivity.”1

Since the nurses had capacity to go about every single house in the region to check health condition

of the residents, the Cancer Center supposedly tried to check radiation exposure of the people by

taking advantage of their role.  

Every three months, the glass badges are collected from the people by various research institutions,

universities and specialized companies2, who then would gather the data to report to the Cancer

Center.  However,  aside from collecting the  data,  the Center  as  well  as  any other  governmental

agencies  never  give  the  people  any  advice  as  to  how to  protect  themselves  from exposure  to

radiation  and  how  they  can  deal  with  health  damages  caused  by  radioactive  materials.  After

reporting the levels of exposure, they neglect to offer any health management and support and leave

them up to local governments. On the other hand, there is a person who advocates  a very simple

method to  protect  oneself  from radiation;  the representative being Dr.  Shun-ichi  Yamashita.  His

simple and honest advise is: “you will not get damage of radiation as long as you are smiling. You

only do if you worry.” (There is a Japanese saying 'Fancy may kill or cure' – the very word that the

former PM Yasuhiro Nakasone had said during his visit to Hiroshima Atom bomb casualty Hospital,

trying to calm the minds of hibakusha he met there. Nakasone, known to have passed the very first

budget for nuclear power plants in Japan during his term, always promoted nuclear energy.

1 http://www.ncc.go.jp/jp/information/press/pdf/20110913/20110913_shiryo1.pdf  
2 One of the companies, Chiyoda Technol, is a corporation whose facility is build in Rokkasho,
Aomori Prefecture, under the support from both Central and Aomori governments. They are
proponents of nuclear energy.



Being a  hibakusha nisei or the son of a  hibakusha, Shun-ichi Yamashita is a doctor with various

entitlements, who took the position of the Radiation Risk Advisor in Fukushima after 3/11, then was

appointed for  the vice president  of  the Fukushima Medical  College.  He also received the 2011

“Asahi Cancer Award,” which is supposed to be given to those who contributed to cancer treatment,

presented by Japan Cancer Society, many of whose faculty are appointed from the National Cancer

Center. This particular award was co-presented by the relatively liberal newspaper Asahi Shimbin,

which came as  a  surprise  and disgust  to  many,  especially  since  Yamashita's  overly  unscientific

remarks had been a topic of ridicule even among mass-media.

As  I  described  above,  the  residents  of  Fukushima  today  are  made  into  the  subjects  of  human

experiments by the Japanese government, research institutions as well as mass-media that support

their stance. In a TV report by WDR (Westdeutscher Rundfunk) in Germany, a school teacher, who

hands out the glass badges to his pupils, says: “I'm not happy with these dosimeters. They are going

to turn our students into study subjects. The dosimeters only accumulate data in them, instead of

displaying the levels of radiation. I wish they were radiation alarms which warn you when you have

to get out of the area.” 

The people of Fukushima are expropriated of their health data without being provided with care or

treatment. The very situation reminds me of what had been done to  hibakushas in Hiroshima and

Nagasaki under the US military occupation.

In August 1945, atomic bombs were dropped in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, thereby many people were

killed  and exposed to  radiation through the  thermic  rays  and radiation.  About  a  year  later,  the

occupying US military under the order of Harry Truman founded ABCC (Atomic Bomb Casualty

Commission) under auspices of the military regime, in order to prepare for the future nuclear wars.

At the newly set-up research facility in Hiroshima, ABCC began researching the effects of radiation

on human bodies. The Nuclear Regulatory Committee (NRC) of the US stated as follows: “The

bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki provided an exceptional and unique opportunity to monitor

the effects of radiation on human groups.3” Although the ABCC collected data and human biological

samples from the victims, they never provided any kind of treatment. The focus of their research was

the effects on DNA. And this required the development of dynamic statistics of population, the

institutionalization  of  pregnancy/birth  registration  and  the  establishment  of  public  health  office.

Therein, crucially needed for the research was the role of mid-wives, who were to be ordered to

record and report in detail the conditions of pregnancy, birth, and the newborn, and if they were

3 Hewlett, Richard G. and Oscar E. Anderson Jr. The New World, 1939-1946, (History of the United
States Atomic Energy Commission, Vol.1), University Park, 1962.



safely delivered or miscarried. The research was also targeted on pregnant women and children of

the  resident  ethnic  Koreans  and  other  foreigners.  It  goes  without  saying  that  the  Japanese

government was co-opted to this crime.

A woman from Fukushima stated at a rally last summer: “the people of Fukushima have become the

subjects of a nuclear experiment. Vast amount of radioactive waste will remain. In spite of the huge

sacrifice, the clout of the proponents of nuclear power prevails. We have been abandoned. (…) We

are ‘the demons of  the northeast’ quietly  burning flames of  wrath.”  There are  quite  many who

understand  the  meaning  of  having  glass  badges  attached  on  their  bodies.  Thus  the  people  in

Fukushima ought to become demons. Not another person, child or woman should be exploited by the

development of nuclear military industrial complex.4

We must recall the following phrases over and over again:

It was not that the victims were never given explanation about the research.  However, one might

wonder if there were any agreements between the researchers and the victims over the purpose of the

research. What kind of resulting reports were given to the victims? Were they ever informed how the

results from the experiments were used? 

During the time [of the nuclear research], no adults ever accused the cruelty of the bomb

causality  research,  nor  they  told  their  children  what  it  meant.  In  this  sense,  the  adults  were

responsible  as  well.  (from  Masao  Sasamoto,  Atom-Bomb  Research  Under  the  US  Military

Occupation)

4 In Manhattan Project even before the dropping of the atomic bombs, the people were made into
subject of human experiments where they were injected with plutonium to see its effects.
(Albuquerque Tribune, Manhattan Project: Human Plutonium Injection Experiments)

 


